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December 2, 1931.

urq L. M, BOOker’
Hational Bank of Commerce Building,
Seattle, Wash.

My dear Hr.Bocker:

Let me thank you for your letter of November 12th, with which
you enclosed material relative to & resolution passed by the American Chamber
of Commerce of Tientain.

I have read over this material with a great deal of care, and have
also given it to Mr. Wannamaker for his study.

For some months we have been hearing of this resolution passed by
the Tientsin Chamber of Commerce criticizing American Institutions which
have been built up largely from American contributions, making purchases,
securing business and construction agents, from other than American sources.
This however, is the first copy of the resolution we have had a chance to
examine.

Since the Tientsin Chamber of Commerce seems to have in mind the
policy of the field during the last few years, rather than policies carried on
from the home base, we will have to leave to those on the field the preparation
of any reply they may wish to make. I would however, like to point out that
the Tientsin Chamber of Commerce has rather grossly distorted facts, and has
made interpretations that are not really justifiable.

Recently I have gone back over our financial records during the
period in which the major part of the construction of the present physical
plant of Yenching was being carried on, in an effort to ascertain just how
much of the money expended in the erection of the University's physical plant
had gone elsewhere than to American firms, and to local Chinese contractors
and dealers in raw material. I am enclosing herewith a copy of a statement I
prepared a fortnight ago summarizing the results of my investigation.

While it is true that the University has employed a European to
supervise the physical plant, #nd to take charge of any new construction, for
part of the time since Mr. Gibbs gave up his position as building superintendent.
it must be kept in mind that there has been very little new construction of any
kind during recent years. Last year new machinery for the power plant was
purchased from a Buropean source, but #his was done only after bids had been




Mr. M.L.Bocker December 2, 1931.

from American as well as European Sources. There has mever come to the attention
of our Finance Committee any serious examples of whether the University has
discriminated against American concerns in favor of Buropean houses. We are
however, glad to have this information and will use it in any way that will seem
to be of advantage to the Imstitution.

We are very grateful to the Seattle Chamber of Commerce for the very
sympathetic attidude it has taken in this matter, and are partiocularly grateful
to Mr. Goode for the evidence of his sympathy and understanding.

Very cordially yours,
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Dear Mr. Garside:

ROCKEFELLZR FOUNDATION GRANT

recently speaking with Mr., Gee, the
China of tne f'oundation, who remarked that if we >
sary to apply for an extension of the conditional grant ex
next June, we should not deiay any longer. Will you ther
take this up as from the Trustees,
Z

RRAGTTNAS T“rwrr MrIm™
BROCEINGS STTITUTE

Will you kindly get in touch with the Officers of this or-
ganization and request that material for the five year plan,
vniclh we understand 1t 18 working on, be 'sent to Mr. Gld€on Chen,
Chairman of our Department of Economics. My impression 1s that the

\

head cguarters of the Institute are ' in Washington, L. C,

B o e e T T S
.uU.LJUu.L Lodlg—d o

I have your letter warning us that we hzd best plan for a
10% reduction on the Gold income from the Trustees; and feel the
force of the reasons. We shall undertake to do this, but with the
probable rise of silver it will not be an easy task. We shall ex-
pect a more aefinite forecast before very long.

G. B. BAREQUR

L regret to inform you tkat Dr. and lrs. Barbour have.left
here on what must be an indefinite leave orf ~“Sencc cecause of
medical advice regarding their three boys for whom a change of
climate seemns to be imperative. hey are sai]ing on the SE€ PRESI-
DENT COOLIDGE December 1llth from Shanghai and will go direct to
New York. They can.be reached care of her parents, Dr. &and Mrs.
R. L. Dickinson, 428 West 1ll6th Street. You will doubtless hear
from them direct tut they would anpreciate a word from you on
their arrival.

I have been so constantly preoccupied that all corres
has been very much neglected. You can irxagine something o:

pondence
f the
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exciting times through which we are passing.

Very sincerely yours,
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Mr. 0.8. Wannamaker,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

My dear Olin:

University of Chicago. 1 fear that I have neglected
writing regarding the appointment of our renresentaotives on
the committee for cooperztion between this institution and
ourselves in sociology. Let me now ask you. to communiczate
the names of Leonard Esu and myself as our representatives
on the committee. ¥We shall be resdy to do snything toward putting
into effeet the plans which are contemplated.

cailer ~ibrary sicove. 1 have the correspondence on this
matter and have talked with Rendolph who is ready to help in
a solution that azvoids embsrrassment. Leonard Hsu suggests
that a whole room where they are collecting = grest deal of
source materizl be designated for the presant z2s the alcove.
As soon as the absorbing claims which have kxept me busy since
returning from Shanghai let up a 1little, I shall try to get
TO Tunis mettver.

"Peking". You will doubtless have discovered in one
of the later issues of this monthly that it is not published
hw +he Mathnalde TIndvergitvy aofteon 911, hint 1o a mimalyr noerennal
venture. ©Uince the first issue it has proved somewhat dis-
appointing. None the less I hope that you msy find some
suggestions.

. Pledge by Walter A. Strong. I have made an affidavit
with the smerican Legation and shall send this to you after
securing 1iv.

Names. Tske note of Everett J. Case, a delegate to the
Institute of Pacific Relations, a Princeton man, friend of
Randolph Saiier, son-in-law of Owen D. Young. We h d him and
his wife ovt here and they seemed quite interested. I
imagine he has quite = future before him. He might be a good




person to put on the trustees. Bi :“oc nd Mrs. fohert L.
Paddock hrave been with us today and may come sgain. One
or other h:ss some money and they gi e generously to a great
variety of Christian causes. 1 do nﬂt have their New fork
address but their summer home is in Williamstown, HMass,.
drs. Robert E. ®peer and Henry Hodgkin both know them well.
¥rs. James, % .Morrisson, Yroton Conn. also a member of the
I7P.R. is very intellizent and public-spirited, interested
in art and in intesrnational goodwill. ©She should go on our
mailing list.
’/‘ (Ab‘lﬂ_ ) ;
‘i? d££a$iomotionsl Plans. I note your reguest that 1 write
ﬁ// X "~ once a month or so to the list of our sdvisory Committee and

shall. try to ‘get to this in the near future, " From all 1
poarn lToorvwn thrnanich varinng annreeda AIr Al hane 43¢ in }\1"':1/\‘47'\(.1‘

-

up now the strongest possible group of friends to be ready
to help when the time comes for active efvorts to solicit
money . Meanwhile, through them and 'y
possible to lesrn of those few rother mychologd

who both have money in fai arge am ntg 'ni

much committed to other nee gl i that

ehead on the Coast.

Princeton funds. ©Sidney Gamble is very positive that
any encroachment on other than P011tncaL Becience for Jurisprudence
violates the terms of the Rocrkefell grant, and would not be
acceptable to many of the Pr’ncoton cons tlbancy He feels that
we must prepure for a considerable reduction nsxt year below
thie amount secured in the pa,t from Princeton sources, and that
even a forecast of $10,000 is rather opt1miatlc. You will
doubtless be writing soon on this matter. 1t might be well
for you to give us an estimste as to what can be counted on
sfter deducting office expenses and these connected with
Duncan, salary and travel. The travel could, of course, be
put into 1833-34, though it may be better to try to clear it
off next year. 1t 1is going to be a grilling task to work
out with the departments concerned the reductions that somehow
must be enforced to keep within cur probable income next yeer,
end if possible add to the sinking fund for the year following.

i nave just aeard from Jim Henry tov the effect tilal you

will probably not make the trip to “hilns thils winters. Let us
that the disturbed conditions in all parts of the world
soon improve sufficiently for aggressive financial efforts.
In such patience and planning,

&

Very sincer

r‘-<
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Dr. J. LiXghton Stuart,
Yenching University,
PEIPING .

Dear Leighton,

Plans are progressing for a meeting with Streeter
in Nanking, as you may have heard from T.C. Chso. I am
sorry that neither you nor Y.P. Mei can be present with us.
We shall miss you much.

On the invitation of President Chiang Kai-shek
through David Yuil, a party of more than twenty missionaries
including four Roman Catholic priests went to Nanking
yesterday. We had an afternoon meeting of nearly two and
a half hours with the President and lrs. Chiang, and later
had dinner with them. We were all very much impressed with
the President, with his sincerity, straightforwardness and
the point of view which he expressed in regard to the
political outlook and in regard to the utter need of religion
in solving problems of humen life and supplying the dynamic
by which solutions can be reached. He told us that the
deciding fector that led him finally to join a denominational
Church was the feeling that that would be the most effective
way by which he could resist the anti-Christian movement in
China. He had previously spoken of the dangers of ‘
bolshevism as having become a religion which was the deadly
enemy of Christianity.

Ever sincerely yours,

ECL/e. //:'f &: é Ag




December 7, 1931

Dear Leightons

Thanks for your letter of November 14th accompanied by

Mr. Eastwiok's letter to you. We hope to persuade lir. Jerome .

Greene to speak for us soon after he gets back here, Ve shall
probably not attempt a meeting of our Committee untll Januarye I
assume from your sileonce in regard to his joining the Committee
that you ¢’ thérdid not have an opportunity to discuss this with him
end ask him to speak for us, or else other matters crowded the men-
tion of this out of your mind when you were writing me.

Am sorry to say that condltlons here look actually worse
than at eny time since the crash vegane The latest estimate places
the unemployed in New York City alone at one million persons. The

volunteer unemployment fund now belng reised will reach $18,000,000
for the city in place of the $9,000,000 raised last winter. There
is already the most abjeot poverty and destitution among the unem=
ployed and there will be enormous suffering during the winter in
spite of the fact that $40,000,000 from various sources, public end
private, will be expended in this city.

Under such conditions I musy confess that it is terribly
puzgling to kmow whether the University ought to continue expensive
efforts toward raising funds, or whether it ought to cut its budget:
to the bone. As a matter of fact, the Trustees are going ahead on
an aggressive plan. I earnestly hope we may reach some results, We
have just sent out an appeal letter to a large portion of our mailing
1ist asking for $10,000 urgently needed by the University - fixing
that arbitrary sum simply because we felt that something between a
very small figure and e very large figure might be most likely to
win a responses.

I am sure you must be under a terrific strain, The news from
Manchuria is thoroughly dishearteninge. It looks to me as if the
Japanese military were almost using the League of Nations as an
inexpensive ally to help in getting the Chinese satth of the great
wall, The whole world's peace machinery looks as if it might orack
and crash at any moment.
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Dro Stuartseeesi2 December 7, 1931

You closed your letter "Hope to write you soon at more
length or to see you out here.” I em a little perplexed by the
last phrause. You have never urged me to come to China, Henry has
been urging me ineéssantly and needs me to assist in formulating \
the new terms of relation with the directors at Canton. I have put |
him off in spite of urging from the Lingnun Trustees here,also, that \
I should go this month, telling them that my obligations to Yenching |
required that I remain in America and supervise efforts now being
made to raise funds. But for our employmemt of Wills,I should have
thought myself that this would be the best time for me to come to
China, for the very reason that I can asccomplish so little in America
and my not being here during the present crisis would not involve
very much losse I shall be glad to have a candid expression from
you in regard to this. !

Mr. Roland Boydem died in the early autumm. Perhaps you
mey wish to write lirs, Finley a short note of sympathy. My under-
standing 1s that they were cousins and very devoted to each other.

Cordially yours,

Dre Jo Leighton Stuert
Yenching University
Peiping, China

ODW s KK




December 28, 1931.

lr. George R. Kantzler,
Swen, Culbertson & Fritz,
25 Broad otreet,
Te

lew York.

Dear Mr. Xantzler,

Ur. Wanamaker has writtean me of your willingness to join
our Advisory Committee. Iet me assure you a2t once of my deep
personzl appreciation. I trust that as you become better ac-
quainted with our institution you will not regret this additional
claim upon your tine. :

You may be interested in a brief comment on the llwuachuria
issue from the stamdpoint cf an Ameriean living in Chind, anc
in its consequences for our University. The facts tnsusel ves
have doubtless been sufficiently reported in the American press
so that I shall not repeat.

There is not the slightest doubt in my ming but thal the
Japanese military leaders have long intended the & nnex Nanchuria
and seized the opportunity vhen China was aiflicted by an un-
precedented flood disaster and unsettled political dissensions,
and the western world was preoccupied with serious economic
and other problems. There was apparently increasing cpposition
to this policy within the Japanese Government znd liberal po=
pular opinion, but this was disregarded by the dominant militaxy
faction.

Jhatever provocation the Japanese may huve lad ior the
recent aggressions these were unwarranted by any actual or
threatened attacks from Chinese, and were acting in direct vio-
lation of international law and more particularly of tle Kellogg
Peace-Pact and the Nine-Power Treaty regarding China.

The varicus pretexts given oul from Japanese &rmy SOUTCES
are generally discredited by western people living out here &s
fulse, and it is as generally accepted among us that ingtigetion
of disorders in .anchuria, as well as in Tientsin, Yeking e nd
elsewhere, is part of the plot to arouse Chinese to violence
and thus justify resort to war &nd consequent seizure of «ll
North China. There has thus been precipitated ir intence re-
sentment among Chinese of all classes throughout the entire
country which constitutes & terrific menace.
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Thet political and economic disorders abound in this country,
and that the struggle toward a stable government has becn hinder-
ed by selfishness, ignorance and other faults of their leaders,
will be frankly regognised by intelligent Chinese and their
foreign friends. That these weaknesses have both encouraged
and explained Japanese aggression will also be readily admitted.
But this doegs not excuse in the slightest degree the series of
military aggressions beginning September 18 and continuing withe-
out even the pretenceg given cut after the earlier moves.

The whole procedure has also been incredibly stupid. Jeapan
has economic interests in lianchuria which are vitul to lier
national welfare. These could have been maintained with Chinese
consent and even cooperation to the benefit of both countries.
As it is, the Chinese have retaliated by & nation-wide economic
boycolt which ies surprisingly effective and if continued long
enough will substantially aggravate the internal problems Japan
is faeling. It m@y even result in the permanent loss of much of
her irmense Chine trade.,

I feel entirely convingced that sooner or later the Chinese
will accomplish the determination crystallized by this occur-
rence of recovering their territorial rights in lMenchuria. If
this will be done with the help of the lLeague of Nations or
America by peaceful processes so mpch the better. Otherwice
she may turn to Russia with disastrous results to herself,
Japan and our whole western world. Or ghe may wait until. she
herself becomes sufficlently stable and militurized, agein with
conseguences that one shrinks frou contenplaing . oeanvhille
one cannot overstate te depth and reality of thcir lLicslilc
feeling toward Japan. ip ail my years in Cudida I huve never
known them so stirred over any issue.

It is entirely natural that our own Chinese faculty @mc

the student body have shared in this emotionsi tension, «ll the
more so because they are painfully conscious of the inmpotence

of their own Governgent. =Ctudents in other schools arcund us
have been led into all scrts unwise, even though understendable
excesses, and although I have taken greatl pride in the sinity
conbined with patriotic fervor which owr students have shown yet
this might "boil over" at any tine in sone uldesirable action.

‘e thercefore announced a ratriotic .eell when ell classcs
would be suspended and facultly und students would Ve reguired to
attend a2 series of discussion groups, lectures etc. each morning,
with =sppropriste physical sctivitdes in the afternoons and in-
Tomative rending in the evenings. The dally topics were such as:

Should Chine Declare Var on Japan?

Jhat Diplomatic rocedure Should be Followedt

‘he Fundamental Causes of the lManchuria Issue.

The Progrem for China's Internal Reconstructioms, etc.
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_experiment proved to be an amasing success. Bvery one
pto it heartily. It bwought faculty and students into
' rutanding. We all learned much timely knowledge.
& were given a wholesome escape-valve for penteup
We shall make~-up the academic work by taking a week

"the midwinter vacation.

It is in such ways -~ this being an unusually dramatic one -

that this institution is training our students in Christian and

international ideals, and in the application of their studies to
useful national service. I have personally never felt quite so
vividly the signifigance of what we are trying to accomplish as
during these regent weeks of anxiety over the immedists situation

and of renewed belief in the ultimate supremacy of spiritual
forces courageously pragtised.

In thie fellowship of belief and purpose I am
Very sincerely yours,




YONCHING UNIVERSITY
; New Yor% QitX i ;
President Stuart recently wrote a strictly confidential letter
commenting on the Meanchurian situation and interpreting this in
the light of his direct personal contacts. I am taking the liberty
of reproducing this letter in a very small number of copies for a
carefully selected list of friends of the University It would be

harmful to the interests of Yenching and of President Stuart if

any'53?¥{3ﬁ:§;j¥hfé"daﬁmunioatﬁépmshgp}d be rpb}isheﬁf?ﬁi?ﬁi%ﬁf:
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cast in any way.

0lin D. Wannamaker

December 14, 1931
Dear Mroes>-onooaes

You may be interested in a brief comment on the Manchuria issue from
the standpoint of an American living in Chine, and in its consequences for
our University. The facts themselves have doubtless been sufficiently
reported in the American press soO that I shall not repeat.

There is not the slightest doubt in my mind but that the Japanese
military leaders have long intended to annex lanchuria end seized the oppor-
tunity when China was afflicted by an unprecedented flood disaster and un-
settled political dissensions, and the western world was preoccupied with
serious economic and other problems. There was apparently increasing
opposition to this policy within the Japanese Government and liberal popu-
lar opinion, but this was disregarded by the dominant military faction.

wWhatever provocation the Japanese may have had for the recent
aggressions these were unwarranted by any actual or threatened attacks
from Chinese, and were acting in direct violation of international law and
more particularly of the Kellogg Peace-Pact and the Nine-Power Treaty
regarding China.

The various pretexts given out from Japanese army sources are gener-
2lly discredited by western people living out here as false, and it is as
generally accepted among us that instigation of disorders in Manchuria, as
well as in Tientsin, Peking and elsewhere, is part of the plot to arouse
Chinese to violence and thus justify resort to war and consequent seizure
of all ilorth China. There has thus been precipitated an intense resent-
ment among Chinese of all classes throughout the entire country which
constitutes a terrific menace.

That political and ecoromic disorders gbound in this country, and that
the struggle toward a stablc government hes been hindered by sclfishness,
ignorance and other faults of their leaders, will be frankly recognized by
intelligent Chinese and their foreign fricnds. That these weaknesses have
both encouraged and explained Japancsc aggression will also be readily ad-
mitted. out this docs not excusc in the slightest degree the series of
military aggressions beginning September 18 and continuing without even
the protence given out after the earlicr moves.

The wholc proccdure has also bcen inerodibly stupid. Japan has
ecconomic intcrests ih lianchuris which ar vital to her national wclfarc.
These ecould have becn maintainced with Chincse consent and ¢v.n cooperation
to the bencfit of both countries. As it is, tho Chincse have rctaliated by
o nation-wide cconomic boycott which is surprisingly offoctive and if con-




tinued long enough will substantially aggravate the inturnal prablems Japan
is facing. It may cven rusult in the permancnt loss of much of her immense
China tradec.

I focl cntircly convinccd that sooner or latcr the Chinesc will accom-
plish the determination crystallized by this oecurrcnce of rceovering their
t-rritorial rights in lianchuria. If this will be done with the help of the
League of Nations or America by pcaccful proccsses,so much the better. Other-
wis., sho may turn to Russia with disastrous rcsults to herself, Japan and
our wholc western world. Or she may wailt until shc hersclf hecames suffi-
ciently stabl. and militarizcd, again with conscquences that ono shrinks
from contemplating. Mcanwhile, one cannot overstate the depth and rcality
of their hostilc feeling toward Japen. In all my ycars in China I have
nover known them so stirred over any issuc.

It is ontirely natural that our own Chincse faculty and thc student
body have sharcd in this cmotional tension, all the more so bccause they
arc peinfully conscious of thc impotencu of their own Government. Students
in other schools around us have boen lecd into all sorts unwisc, even though
undcrstandable cxccsscs, and although I have taken great pride in the sanity
combincd with patrictic fervor which our students havo shown, yct this might
iboil over! st any time in some undesirable action.

Vic thorcforc ennounced a Patriotic Weck when all classcs would be sus-
pcnded and feculty and students would be ruquired to attend a series of dis-
cussion groups, lccturcs, ctc. cach morning, with appropriatc physical
activitics in tho aftcernoons and informative rcading in the cvenings. The
daily topies worce such as:

Should China Declarc Wer on Japan?

jhat Diplomatic Proccdurc Should bc Followcd?

The Fundamontal Causcs of the Manchuria Issuc.

The Program for China's Internal Reconstructions, cte.

The experimont proved to be an amazing succouss. . Every onc entered
into it hcartily. It brought faculty end studoents into closer understanding.
We all lcarncd much timsly knowlcdge. The students werc given o wholesome
cscape-velvy for pont-up fcolings. We shall make up the academic work by
toking a wcok out of tho midwinter vacation.

It is in such ways - this bcing an unusually dromatie onc - that this
institution is training our students in Christian end international ideals,
end in the application of their studivs to us:ful national scrvice. 1 have
porsonally never folt quitc so vividly thu significencc of what we arc try-
ing to cccomplish as during thesce rocent wecks of anxicty over the immcdiate
situction and the rumewed belicf in the ultimete supremacy of spirituel
forccs couragcously prectiscd.

In this fcllowship of beclicf and purpose I am

Very sinccrcly yours,

/s/ J. Leighton Stuart
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FACULTY s
owing commuand .,atiou nag a rr'ivo(_; this moiming:
Stuart:

;le 2rricg to your call at the Legation the other
nen.-you. were gomu encugh to show ueg a covy of ths cable
proeposed to send,to thie Secretaxry of Siate on
rpericen Nembers of the Fuowlty ol Yewching

taize pleasure Iin quotlng below aecretary
Ly Gaated Decaunber llth, whiel he desires

comzunicate to yous

tolegram of Qeuemuux 9 has been received
in =r at 18 apoareciated.  You are asgasured
it tne Dopartient of Ltate is giving solieditous
pvuniicration 4o all factors within the field of
v sttention in its efforis Lo contribute effect~
reciy ety d uv%ur avout msetileunient by pLﬁQEfui e e
el :’1"1v3i watw2an Calna and J&pt.n.

!-I“, Saxce l'uly ‘}.C\Arny
Yor tre Minisicr:

C. Van Y. Lngeri
Flest Secereteary of Legation.t

et have rejoiced 4o read thu statement of tne Sesretary
te wnisi nn;uﬂfud in The LWIAUER Sunday. wille expressed In
riiensl Jauguage of divlomsney, 4t is in efract the vrotsst we

feipaps we ahell nuver know whatlhier our ceble caused or co;

A1

Ir. Stigpson's intentiocn to taks the anctlon hs did, bLut in ar

we orn feel an added sstigsfaetion In having sent it., This aypp.l«

despite tho hesavy coun, bo the methed ussa, instead of senling

e to ouyr New York office for itransmission, by daferwed rate

yhher more econcomical pJuLﬁdﬂfﬂc

Joe rews of thronténed Japanese mililtary movemenis in
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Secretary Yenching Universi
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Yenching “niversity,
Peping, China.

December 18, 1&3l.

Mr. B,A. Garside,
150 Fifth &venue,
New York City.

My dear Mr. Varside:

I a2m enclosing herewith copies of letters to Dean
Donham and to Eric North which explain themselves.
Will you kindly\confer with Eric and Wannamaker, and if
+heovr foal 3+ mrw)th while have the nroner Aanmmitton Af
the trustees take action and cable me. If it is thought
best for me to mske the trip please communicate with
Yean Yonham and arrange a time when he could be
certainly in Cambridge as soon after my arrival =zs possible,
with the understanding that there would be a special
meeting of the trustees of the Harvard-Yenching Institute
or of & committee to deal with this matter, if that were
thought to be sufficient. I should like this to he
between the beginning and middle of Hdsrch. I would come
earlier if necesssry and could, of course, delay. The
practical point there, however, is that if we are to
start building it would be a great advasntage to get
forward as much as possible before the summer rains.

Very sincerely yaurs,

M/\? A Aoz ,/»@ AL A g -~
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Yenching University,
Peiping, China.

December 18, 1931.

Dean W. B. Donham,
Gradue te School of Business Adninistration,
Harvard University,
Cambridge, l.ass.

Ly dear Deun Donhams

I have your letter of November 19 and can readily
understand the difficulty you find in coriing out here
this winter.

The matter of the new building is of sufficient
importance to us to make me feel that with the
encouragemnent you hold out, I had better plan to ueke
the trip. I am taking the matter up at once with our
New York headquarters and shall & sk them to coriuiiicegte
with you as to a date that would meke it possible
for you to be present. 1In gener=1, I could scarcely
set away from here before early February, and should
like to have the consultution take pldace within th
first two weeks of Yarch. If the project is apyroved,
word could be semt by cable and construction b egun
with the opening of spring weather «bout the middle
of March. We snall, meanwhile, be making tentative
working drawing;s, construction estimates; etec. Unless
therefore our own trustecs disapprove of wy waking the
trip, I shall loo.: forward to seeiny you before uany
months.

Very sincerely yours,
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December 18, 19851, < -

Dr. J. Leighton Btuart,
Yenching University,
Peiping, China

My dear Dr. Stuart:

he last fortnight has besn so filled with meetings and conferences
that I have gotten behind on some details of our regular correspondence.

I an emclosing herewith a confirmatiom copy of the cablegram we
sent you on Dscember 2ad. The first part of the cablegram is in response to
your eablegram of December 2nd which we decoded as follows:-

"AS PER MY TELEGRAM OF NOVEMBER 13, 1931, NO TELEGRAM HiS ELEN
RECEIVED FROM YOU, IP WILL BE NECESSARY TO DECIDE AT ONCE.®

You will now have received our letter of November 13th in which we
acknowledge receipt of your letter of October l5th, and your cablegram of
November 13th discussing the proposal to purchase the Prince Regent's Garden
rather than the President's Garden. In my letter I stated that we Had not
received any word from Mr. Hamilton; and indicated that the present finencial
situation of the University, and the whole business psychology at the present
time is such as to make our Finance Committee very reluctant to authorise new
expenditdres of any kind unless the funds therefor are actually in hamnd.

: Immediately after weceiving your cablegram of December Zud, I
laid before Mr. McBrier and other members of the Finance Committee as were
available your letter of October 15yh, my letter of November 13th, and the
two cablegrams from the field. All those with whom I talked were very
definite in their statements thst it would not be practicable tc authorize
the expenditure of G $5,000.00 at the present time for the purchase of this
additional land., The Boonomic situation is growing steadily worse, so there
is inoreasing doubt whether Mr. Hamilton will be able to make payment of his
pledge at any time in the near future. The obligations already undertaken
by our Yemching Board of Trustees for the fiscal year 1931-32 may be
substantially larger than the income we will receive before the year closes.

The market value of securities of every grade have been falling
rapidly to mew low lavels, and an increasing number of bonds and stocks are
failing to maintain payments of interest and dividends. At the present time
the psychology of business leaders is more pessimistic than it has been for




Dr. Js Leighton &tuart December 18, 1981,
.

many years. If their gloomy predictions are fulfiiled we may find ourselves in
an extremely serious situation before the close of the fiscal year. Porsonally

1 feel much more optimistic, and am hoping that 1932 will see a definite upswing;
but I believe that it would be the height of folly for us, in view of the present
situation to do anything other than follow the policy of the most rigid economy,
even though this means that we must fail to take advantage of many attractive
opportunities for making purchases fcr nc :inctruction at favorable rates, and
the like.

bie ma TTET wizz At the next meeting of the Finapce Committee, which will be held on
' December 30th,®e be presented formally, but I have little hope that any
favorable action will be taken on the request for authorization to draw this
G $5,000,.00.

The latter half of the cablegram is directed to Mr. Barbour, but
deals with the matter which is of general interest. Mr. Barbour wrote sending
ug covers torn from 1989 Clergy Certificate booklets, and asked our office to
have new Clergy Certificates awaiting Mrs. Barbour and himself when they arrive
in San Francisco on December 29th. We very much regreted that it was impossible
for us to comply with this request. In making application for a Clergy Certificate
one must subacribe to the following statement:- ™I hereby certify on my honor -
that the answers to the foregoing questions were written with my own hand, and
are the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth." It is not posaible
therefore, for anyone here in New York to make application on behalf of an
individual on the field. I recognisze that in a few instances this has been done,
but unfortunately my ScotchPresbyterian conscience doos not allow me to sign
any persors mame under these conditions, nor to ask a Clergyman and Railroad
Agent to add their endorsement to such a statement on my assurances that it is
sorrect and in order., Im Professor Barbour's case we will have the application
blanks awaiting him on arrival in San Francisco and suggest the poseibility that
he can secure in Shanghai travel accommodations at Clergy rates across the
United States to some place where he will remain long enough for us to get
Certificates for him.

However, this diffioculty can be avoided if staff membsrs planning to
come on furlough will make out their applications well in advance and will send
them to us, We try always to keep the President's office of each University
supplied with these application blanks for the use of staff members who may be
planning to come on furlough. It sometimes happans that ataff members leaving
the field near the end of the calendar year will require on arrival Certificates
for the following year, and for which the new application blanks have not
arriveds In such cases they can use the application blanks for the year that is
olosing simply correoting the date that is shown at the top of the blank. We
are at this time sending 1932 application blanks to all of the Universities.

This year we failed to mail Christmas and New Year Greetings to our
friends in China, We do hope however, that you will enoy a pleasant and

peaceful Holidsy Soason in spite of the trouble in Manchuria, and we hope too
. that ihe year 1932 will bring more of peace and prosperity than has 19851.

Very cordially yours,
BAGsPC
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Lgcember 18, 19831.

Mr. 0,0, "annamaker,
150 Fifth svenue,
New York City.

My dear Olin:

Thanks for your letters and the many interesting enclosures. g
B |
Andersen, Meyer znd Co. I h=ve been slightly amused at f*% ?
the efforts you have made to win Mr. Meyer znd his representative,
Mr. Forum, and should have looked Yor—thHe outcore. The former
hasthe vsual Shanghai businessman's contempt for miscsionaries
Chinese, and 1s only interested in getting what business
he can. Your memorandum about the amount of business thzt our
conqtfuctlun work has provided for Americaon firms and
ndividuals came opportunely because of another criticism which
Cdme to us through the Seattle Chamber of Commerce, but I doubt
if any such facts would make of Mr. Meyer a ;@nu1nely
sympathetic and useful supporter of Yenching.

Rockefeller Foundation. I note what you write of your visit
with Dr. Day, and shall try to guard this point cazrefuily. We
are quite prepared to have Wu Chi-y#t come to us next autumn,
and the sume is true of J.C. Ch'ing whenever he finishes his
studies. Uur nesitation was realiy auue tOo our realiization that
this was an essential feature of recommending these men.

: . e
List from Mrs. Hung. I am enclosing herewith a list Proﬁ %n“

VR reaa,

N s
Mrs. Hung of people whom she has recently entertazined »nd WAS should ¢

N
1 3

/"/\L.
g

. be cultivated. ZThe Rockford people seem to be all of them members

of Dr. Gordon's church. She says that he recently preached a
sermon on Yenching which wss a strong endorsement. Jenney would
doubtless know the Lockport people. Mrs. Hung thinks th=ot none
oi the names on the list should be solicited For money at this

S dgeo

President Chiang and missicnaries. I am enclosing letters
from Barnett and Lobenstine which will be of interest. Despite




the fact that President Chiang has since then been forced
to resign by political opposition, this information might be
used in other than printed form, especPally for those among
our friends most interested in religious progress. He will
probably come back, however, before very long, snd in any case, :
has done admirably especially in the later period of his : ‘Q}W'
incumbency. 3’@7 \
§ NC\/ X
My trip to.the U,5./A, +his is one subject that I had v {
supposed would not have to be raised this year. fhere 1s,
however, an invitztion which arrived yesterday from Dean Vonham,
now acting chairman of the Harvard-Yenching lInstitute Board
of Trustees, that I make a short trip as soon as I can because
of certain rather urgent matters, and charge any proportion
of the cost of the trip to that organization. I am writing Eric
North more in detail on this special matter, but should like
you to consider the advisability of such a trip on behalf of the
university itself. I realize, of course, that any thought of the
actual raising of money is out of the question. The only specisl
reason that suggests itself to me is in connsction with the
dockefelier Founaaetion. 1t iooks as tuoughh our College oi rublic
Affairs will have to he dissolved or at least verv msterislly
reduced unless we can have an assurance that the present sunport
will be continued, or better still, funded. It would be of great
help in planning for the future if we know our fzte definitely.
You will recall that I questioned Dr. Day when last in New fork,
and had what seemed to me a very encouraging response. If this
could be made somewhat more positive, znd the conditions known,
it would help us very much in our planning. We have the case,
and they have an apparent interest in the subject. Has not the
time come also for some more effective field promotion among our
Princeton alumni, than is possible by any present arrangement?
I have no constructive suggestions, but feel deeply concerned
over the steady reduction in income. How rmuch of this is due
to the present depressicn, and how much to lack of personal
solicitation, is of course uncertain, but it would seem that
our best hope of building this income up when things get better
is to have someone who has sccess to them ocut in the field. We
all realize, of course, how impossible 1t 1s for you to do this
sort of thing except in the most sporadic way. I suggest that
you consult with Dr. North and others regarding this matter and
cable me if there seems.to be sufficient reason for my making the
trip on the assumption that it will be quite a brief one, and
That one nall or twu tuirus of the expenses would be cCuarged to
the Harvard-Yenching Institute.
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BOCKER & CO.,INC.
Seattle, Wash.
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December 19, 1931.

Mr. B. A. Garside,
Yenching University,
150 Fifth Avenue,
Rew York City.

Dear Mr. Garside:

Your good letter dated December 2nd in reply to ours of
November 12th was shown to the Seattle Chamber of Commerce and they were very
glad to see it.

At the same time they gave me a copy of a letter which they had
recently received from the Foreign Commerce Department of the Chamber of
Commerce of the U.S.A. I am enclosing this original communication from the
Chember's office in Washington which you can keep for your files and use
in any way that you think best.

You will note that a copy of the Tientein Chamber's letter dated
September 10th and a copy of their Resolution dated July 19th make up the
communiocation which has been broadcasé to the various member groups from the
Washington office. It seems unfortunate for you that so much publicity has
been given to this Resolution.

One suggespion developed in our conversation here which may be worthy
of passing on to you. It was based on the ruling of the U.S.Government
Purchasing offices that at least three bids be received on each purchase
involving more than a specified minimum cost. The suggestion ss far as your
China Institutions are concerned was that you request them to secure at least
three bids on their purchases, of which at least one must be from a bonifide
American source. The bonifide American source, of course, could be eibher in
American or China, and preferably both.

This is just a friendly suggestion, but we believe that it might
remove the oriticism from Tientsin and still protect you on the matter of
competitive prices. Of course you alwaye have the right &o reject any or all
of the bids.

We are sending all of this on to you for what it might be worth.

Wishing you a Merry, Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year, we are,

Yours very cordially,

BOCKER & CO.
(8igned) By - L. Bocker
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Wannamaker
Avenue

TQ ADVISORY COMMITTEE, etc. %0 4

1. am 'sending you herewith a ligt of the oersons to whom
letters have been sent, toge r with samples of these letters.
"y
TEE DEFEAT OF CHIAG FAI

8hink best. It must under no circumstences be allowed to get
into print ot To be quoted 1inh SUCHL a Way &as to-reach any subd-
porters of the. pres ent Chinese Central Governnment.
it
Use your jadg;;nt_a; to whether to SLDQ/out to memt r°i:1~u#‘ Rk \
he Trustees, the Advisory Committee, Princeton surlortery AN P
and other friends ‘oif the University. ~ ;%
(o L

T &am sending this "interpretation" for . you to use as you

/

I should like copies to go to ftlp group of my person- e

. & ¥ -

frienae, including y brother thJ, he burries, tur“v Pr ces\dana o
tuyck, Dr. Nixzon, and othegs whom you may think of. &e«e )z.... 4. %

l)o \ . bAUKJl"Ll

. A
L-ﬂ’,«‘i" AL ’Mﬁ‘ o4
I am enclosing copies OLAIGLCQ”L to Blshop Roots and to himself
8" 51 e | . 1 . 0 e — )
which explainsg the situation.

-

Py
s

£

};a .Jblhaa*f Phas: friends in the Episcopal Church
induc to unxﬂff ke his . support, or even part ol
if

ne
y meet Nr. Faucett whe is an unusually
nersSolld

asily one. of thk ‘most valuable foreigners on our
staff and }c. a unicue experience, enthusissm and eqguipment for
specializing iu the iw101tnht subject of trai.ing Chinese
Teachers of English, whicli we would like to make a feature here.
In addition to this he seems eliiost necessary to carry on the work
of the department as it is.

It is conceivable that Jenney might interest his friend

a————.




report that at last Timothy Lew and our controll-
out a satislactory agreement by which, as soon as

b e
the roconditions: permit, that residence will be completely
reconditioned. You can therefore encourage Blalir to carry

out her generous suggestion of comnleting her pledge ahaad of time.

L am writing her by this msiil.

wR DA

T /D
JhLo/
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December 24, 19381,

Dr. J. Leighton Stuart,
Yenohing University,
Peiping, China

My dear Dr. Btuart:

We enolose for your information copies of correspondence I have
had with Mr. Booker, with the contents of which you are already familiar in
[ 30nqx;’a1 way .

It seems to me that the Tientsin Chamber of Commerce has shown an
amagingly narrow and unreasonable attitude, but there is always a possibility
that unjustified oriticism may travel much faster than a rcason and adequate
explanation.’

1 do not know whether or, pot you are planning to send any explana-
tions from the field,thiat we . whenever we are embarracsed by echoes of
this oriticism frosm the Tidntsin Chamber of Commerce®. Mr. Wannamaker has
already writtenm to you, and no doubt any such material from the field would
be directed to him. 4

Very cordially yous,

BAGPC
Ena.




December 28, 1931

Dear Leightons

I am replying through the Yenching office to that
portion of your letter of December 3rd covering the Yenching
matters.

Thanks for your affidavit regarding the Walter A, .
Strong pledge. I have already inquired whether documents sube
mitted before your affidavit arrived would meet all requirements.
I rather think they will. I shell hold yours until I hear from
the lawyers, hoping that we may get a favorable reply within e
few dayl.

With regard to the Yenching members om the Committee
for cooperating for the University of Chicago in Social Researoch,
a letter from Leonard Hsu received today also stated that in your
conversation with him you had said you would neme yourself, Leon=-
ard and myself on that Committee. I am not sure whether my appointe
ment on the Committee mirht be useful or not, but I rather think it
would bes I find my handling of the nominations for fellowships,
for instance, to the Lkockefeller Foundation would be somewhat easler
if I had a certain official responsibility in that connection instead
of being viewed simply as e promotional agent. I should be pleased
to have you state in your next letter whether you entirely approve of
my being on this Committee for cooperation of the University of Chi-
cego, I will then use my own judgment as to whether to include my
name or not, I understand, quite definitely, that this Chicago
cooperation is to be kept distinct from the Princeton cooperation
and should certainly see that the two things are in no way confused.

I am lad to know that you are going to write the members
of our Advisory Committee, I think it would be well to call the
group "Yenching University Advisory Council"” since the word "Council"
seems to mean more and to be more digpmified than the word "Committee. "
Since receiving from you today the letter Roy Howard wrote you, I am
teking up with Lou Froelick and also with Karl Bickel the question as
to whether either one of them can induce Mr, Howard to accept membership.

Cordially yours,
Dre J. Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peiping, China
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December 29, 1831.

¥r. 0.D. Yannamaker,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

My dear Olin:

Christian Students. I am enclosing herewith a copy of the
Weekly ®Pulletin just out which contains some interesting figures
regarding the number of “Yhriztisn students. You will notice that
it is over 45% this year as against less than 40% last year,
which is a very encouraging increase in view of the brezkdown of
so much Christian secondary education, the widespread lack of
interest in institutional Christianity, the recrudescence of
nationalistic prejudice, etc. It 1s also interesting to note
that the percentage is highest in the College of Nztural Sciences
and lowest in Public Affairs., It adds to the interest of these
figures that they were collected by Curistian students under
the Yenta Christian Fellowship, and are therefore, free from
administrative or other influence. I really feel that we have
very fine ground for encouragement in this showing.

N, Gist Gee. I want to pass on to you guite confidentially
the opportunity which has come of securing the services of Mr.
N. Gist Gee for our promotional work. You doubtless know of his
history in China, first as a teacher of biology in Soochow
University where he developed this subject so that it is still
a notable feature of that institution. More recently he has
been the adviser on science teaching to the Rockefeller Foundation.
The special work for which they wanted him will apparently be
ended next June, and he has approached me as to the possibility
of some connection with us. He is not interested in going back
to teaching, but it emerged in our conversation that promotional
work in the States would zppeal very strongly to him. It seems
to me that there are many reasons why we should consider this
opportunity seriously. He can speak from long and direct knowledge
of educaticnal work in this country and has formed an opinion
of Yenching University which has been entirely detached, unprejudiced
and objective. He would rather work for us than for any other

{
i




institution in China, and is prepared to endorse us because of

the opinion he has formed during these years of observation.

His long connection with the Rockefeller Foundation would give

him a prestige elsewhere, to say nothing of the advantage to us

of having him to represent us at 61 Broadway. &£e has never done
financial solicitation, and is conscious of this possible

handicap, but is, on the other hand, entirely rezdy to undertcke
it. He could direct work in the office when necessary, but my
thought would be that he would serve us most usefully in presenting
our case to men of large =2ffairs. He would be ready to begin work
probably next autumn. Our dependence on Jenney alone for field
work means that we can never be gquite sure of his real intentions.
In any case, we are limited to those persons or types with which
he has made or can make suitable connections. If or when the
present financisl depression 1lifts, we ought to be ready with more
than one man to prosecute actively our objectives, both for
Natural Science and Fublic Affairs, to say nothing of other lecss
urgent needs. I still feel of the opinion that the more we

have the better, provided that each one can cover his own expenses,
because all the time he will be discovering possible sources for
large gifts in the future, or it may be that Jenney could retain
his present pastoral connection, but continue to give us the time
between Sundays and during an occasional leave of absence, wheress
Gee could be constantly in the field. He is not ready yet to

make any announcement of the termination of his pressent work, so that
until you hear from me again, this must be trzated as confidential.
Consult with any others you wish to with this understanding. I
have written Jim Henry for his opinion, and will be hearing from
him before very long.

P.L, "ills. 'I have your letter resgarding the unsatisfactory “XZ%
developments in this case. In fact, it arrived on “hristmas Eve. |/
You sent me an extra copy which I forwarded to Henry not knowing
whether you were writing him or not. It is difficult to make any
comments at this distance except to express sympathy and the
hope that somehow the difficulties may be cleared up. It is one
of his characteristics to spend very litle time in making reports
except when he gets actual results.

If T am to go tohmerica in the near future, these and other
matters can be discussed more fully then.

Ag ever yoursy/
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December 30, 1931.

Dr. J. LO!;hthl Stuarsg,
Yenching University,
Peiping, Chine

My dear Dr. Stuart:

-1 am enclosing herewith a sheaf of material relative to Professor
E.H.0, Oliphant, who has been suggested as a possible short term appointee for
work in English at Yenching.

Mr. Wannamaker was in toueh with Mr. Oliphant in the spring of 1931,
with the thought &hat an opening might be found at Lingnan. No opening
materialized there, however, and the possibility of his going to China was not
discussed further for a number of momths. A short time ago Professor Oliphant
got in touch with Dr. Porter, Miss Boynton,and Miss Cochran, and disoussed the
possibility of his spending some years in Yenching.

Dr. Porter's report of this sonference is oontained in a letter he
sent to Mr. Wannamaker under date of December 12th, a ecopy of whish is in the
enclosedsheal of material. last wesk I had a long cenference with Prefessor
Oliphant here di the off'ice. At the time of this sonferense both he and I were
under the impression that Mr. Wannamaker had already sent you our fill informa-
tion with regard to Professor Oliphant, so that we ocould send a eablegram to
you merely reporting that Professor Oliphant was availahle and asking for the
fleld's decision as to whether an invitation should be extended to him and Mrs.
Oliphant to spend three years at Yenshing. I found howewer, that ¥r, Wannamaker
did not send you any information regarding Professor Oliphant, so we have not
attempted to send a cablegram because the matter 1s too large to compress within
the limits of a cable.

The matter is further complicated by the faot that Professor Oliphant
has indieated that he desires some desision from Yenshing not later than the
middle of Janwary, since he has other plans in mind which he fesls must be ecompleted
by that date if his appointment to Yenching does not materialize. Since you
cannot resceive this letter by the middle of January it is quite possi'le that this
will reach you too late to be of any value. I am however, hurrying it to you with
the thought that Prefessor Oliphant may he able to delay a final decision of other
plans until this letter has reached you and you have had time to ocable us a reply.
From the positive side, it appears that Professor Oliphantts appointment to
Yenshing University is very desirable in a mumber of ways. He is an outstanding
man in his spesial field of English Literature. If he could spend three ysars at
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Yenching his presence there would bring something of prestige, and no doubt he
could make an extremely valuable contribution.

On the other hand there are many other serious problems closely
oonnssted with suoch a proposal. First of all is the faoct that Professor Oliphant
will pass his 70th birthday during the esomiing summer, and Mrs. Oliphant is
approximately the same age. Although preliminary inquiries irdicate that beoth
of them are in wnusually vigorous health for their age, it is a very serious
mediocal problem to oomtemplate sending people of this age to China for the first
time for a three year period of serviee.

‘ In the second place, although Profesgor QOliphant states that he desires
40 regeivo only necessary expenses plus "a living wage", he is inclined to

f£ind sueh a salary in terms substantially above the usual missionary seale. Basing
his estimate upon one possible interpretetion of a tenbative proposal made by
Lingnan University, he has taken the figure of G $2,700. per year as a salary
which he considers reasonatble., I pointed out to him that the usual salary of a
University Supported Western man and his wife at Yenoching is considerably below
this figure, and that the payment of such a salary might create very embarrcasing
precedents at the University. He wished however, to retain this figure of

G $2,700. per year in presenting his appliocation to the University. Even though
he should be willing to sccept the usual University sehedule of salary and
allowances for a short term worker, it would be a very expensive undertaking to
send him and his wife to the field, support them f'or three years and then pay the
usual return travel in 1935. :

Professor Oliphantts replies to inquiries as to his religious interests
and his attitude toward the missionary enterprise, have been very reserved and
non-goumittal. This does not necessarily indicate any wealmess at this point, but
it does reveal the necessity for further study at this point before attempting any
definite judgment as to whether his presense on the campus would be a coustrustive
one from the religious viswpoint. Ly own personal impression of him was quite
favorable,but our contact was too brief to permit a judgment of any weight.

In flew of the fact that Preofessor Oliphant is anxious for an early
decision, and that it will be almost a month at best before we can receive any
word from the field, I have gorresponded with Dr. Porter, have had a brief
oconversation with Miss Boynton, and have gone over Professor Oliphant's pupers
with several members of our Yenshing Committee on Instruction. I belleve that
Dr. Porter and Miss Boynton both feel the weight of the prdblems we would have
to solve before we could appoint Professor Oliphant, that they are still inelined
to hope that the solutions can be found and that Yensching will be able to seocure
his services. The members of the Committee on Instwuetion are inelined to the
opinion that under the eirsumstances, unless Professor Oliphant is willing to accept
the uswal schedule of salary and allowanees it would not be possitle to earry through
his appointment. They feel also that in view of his advanced age, and the heavy
expense which the University would have to bear even on a missionary salary scale,
that it is extremely doubtful whether his appointment should be made in any ease.
They desire however, that the decision should rest with the field if time will
pomit. '
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When you receive this letter, if the judgment of the field is that
you desire to segure Professor Oliphant's servisces, or at least to negotiste
further with him will you please send us a cablegram to that effect immsdistely,
giving all the nesessary instructions and infermation we would meed to ammplete
an agreement with him without further delay. If you are not actiwely interested,
it 1s not necessary for you to incur the expense of a oable, altheugh if
convenient for you to do so you might add a word o some cablegram being sent
anyway as for example, "ANESZENCO® which we would desode as meaning "CARNNO?
APPOINT PROPESSOR R.H.C.OLIPHANT."

Very cordially yours,




To NY TIMES for Immediate release

Yenching University at Peiping, China, largely supported by funds
raised in the United States, is not considering oclosing its doors as & result
of the present militaristic attitude adopted by many Chinese students thioughout
that country, aooordiyg t0 a cablegram received Saturday by the Now‘York offices
of the University.

Earlier in the week cable dispatoches reported that one university,
supported by Boxer Indemnity funds, had closed its doors in order to permit its
pupils to emroll for military training, and intimated that Yenching and other
colleges supported by American funds were contemplating similar action.

Apprised of such publication, Dr. Beighton Stuart, President of

Yenching, cabled yesterday :"The report that the Peiping offices have considered

closing is unfounded. All students are quietly continuing wozk.”

A% the New York of fices, where Lingnan University at Canton, also
received financial support from the United States, is also represented, it was
stated that assurances have bem received that no closing is antieipated there,
and attention wes called to the fact that even through the period of serious

tension between the Canton and Nanking governments during recent months, work

has been oarried on as usual o ) .
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’rofessor J. 5. Hogking,
Chairman aymen's Commdssion.

lrear r. iHocking:

Thig letter is intemded in part as one wore word of

welcome to the members of your (Qomuission &s you enter

upon your task in China. «riting from the stendpoint of
Ghristian Higher :dueatlon your visit could scarcely have
been better timed wnd would scen to have the posuibility of
making & noteble contriBution toward the sodlving of an ine
creasingly complicated problem. Jor this reason tuherefore,
B well as becnuse 0f ithe larger significunce ¢l the undere
eiking thus epprouehidng its fulfilment, ind because of its
personnel, 1 most heartily welcome all of you in thus coming
to our ald.

As a further reason for writing so as to reaech you at
the beginning of your inguiries in ¢hine, may 1 venture to
cutline as briefly as I can my personal convictions ns to
the unsatisfactory sspects of ligher sducution as at present
organized and the direction in which entirely pructicuble
improverents may be realizZed. You slremdy have maple
factual material and eXpert opinion, so that 1 shalli unly
attempt to express the individual views of one of those who
ig striving to maintain under present conditions the purpose
and the sbiding values of the ewarlier missionary snterprise.

The different colleges were all established when
denominational, geographicul, ascudemig, {inuncial and re-
ligious fectors were all utterly different from those which
af fect then now.

There has been some progress in local unions butl nothing
a8 yet on a cumprehensive scwle nor in any adequate adjustient
to the changed conditions. Oueh adjustments will become
less easy as the aclwols pusses into Chinese ¢ ontrol and
alumni influencge becones rore artfculate. The finangiel cone
siderations wlone would seem to bé sufficient to justify
drastic redugtion in the number of institutions of higher

lecrning now in existenge, and concentration at &« few centres.
vhile recent developments both in Chins and the .est tend to




accentuate the iforce of these argumentis, yet the religiovus
ineffectiveness of the present policy - even thwuygh funds

were auple - is an approach tu the problen: more in hurmony
with the purpose of your coming.

A8 the Jadler Commission to India had pointed out even
before The Burton Commission to China, the refor: of university
educuation should begin with the middle (high 6 school. But it
is preeisely here that the situation is growing worse raiher
than better. Reduction in mission board grants, govermment
regulations, with drawal of devoted aund capable wisslionary
personnel, tre exigencies foreed upon Chinese executives, the
superior attractiveness of colle e positions, are muong Lhe
causes for the detfrioration bolh in the number and the quality
of Christian secondary schools. 7This slso helps to exXplain
why in the enforced abandonuent of netiods formerly relied on
for exerting religious influence no effective teehnique is
Lelng developed for the altered comditions., In so far ag it
iz true thuat student religious uttitudes are usually formed
before ontering college is this a serious weakness, wiiich is
further aggravated by the inevitable tendency of the colle_es
Lo grow, and the necessity of receiving any students who pass
the academic tests. In the China of today no college cuan be
dynamicully Christiun, whatever its historicul wrigin or fine
aneglial econtrol or faculty personnel, unjess its student body
has a suificient proportion of vitally Christisn students.

Ur to indulge in the pleasing effort to ilmagine what wight
result iro:. a different distribution even of now availsble
resources and @quipment, middlie schoolis might ve Bo plamed oo
to provide in plant, staff and all other features the fucgili-
Ltics for exerting the best s omderie, physical, social ard
gpiritual influences on the students, and then advisin. ocach
Lo o to that one of the vory few but very excellent ol istiun
¢olie es remaining which vest met his individual need. ‘he
shrigtian loverment could create icadeies which might rank
with the best in western countries &t a tine when the jovernment
and other secondary schools are perhape in even worse plight
than ours, and when parents are eagerly searching for the sort
of schools to which they dare entrust their children. The
sommipeion on Intellectual Cooperation from (he eajue of
Haticns which visited China last autwm has testified euplutie
cally to this deficiency.

The noticeably larger proportion of girls in colleges who
are Christians reveals the benefits of intensive effort in
seccndary schools, The prelations in sueh schools Letween
teacliers nnd students are closer than in boys' schoouls, there
is more eoncern for the welfare of the whole personaslity, the
colleges draw in smaller numbers from wore und perhaps on tLle
#hole better scurces.  aking due allowanee for the relisious
inclinations ¢f women, the conviction is irresistibie th t Ll ven
simllar conditions for boys there would be & corregpond ing, in
in college life.




A greater reloative smphasis on segundary eaucation cuglhit
to result in & larger proportion of Christian students in the
colleges, und the creation of an atuosphere in thew favorable
at once for nurturing their religious life cid for repelling
undesireble elements {rom seeking entroinege. Hut it shiould also
relieve cnother strein wiich consists in sttempting to stald
the colleges with truly guulified Chinese. The number oi
thesga who have alike the requisite academic or sduinistrotive
and spiritual attainments is not enough to go around, and tiocue
who pospess in addition whatever is the Chinese equivalent 1or
whot we mean by missionary zeal is very much fewere. Indced the
supposed necessity for keeping the institutlons Loing on as
they ore drives executives to the use of inferior tenchers and
at the same time by furnishing & livelihood to those whe have
or seek employment adds to the finuncisl burden ond to the

of reorg:nization.

The present poliegy tends to give prestige and agonowic
advantage to those in colleges and leaves middle schoold Jjobs
to others less fortunate, whereas a superb demonstration ol
the Christion spirit could be naude by migsionaries choosing to
work in the secularly less revarding secondary schools sz
leading the very finest aumonyg thelir Chinese colles ues to dig=-
cover the rich satisfaection coi such servige. ‘¢ could thus
chéllenge the nobler spirite in Chinese educntion te¢ similar
self-dedicntion, and set the standard of intelildgent tnd une
gelfish devotion t¢ the weliare of the couniry.

nother agpeat of tie weladjustuent is seen ln the insbi-
lity under the pregsent procedure to provide the best voca tionud
opportunities for students. oLome of the middle scnools might
well be technic:l or might lead on to one or more years oi
higher technicel studye. The colleges are not unytidng like as
cquipped to provide voeational training ss would be the cose i1
costly overhesd and duplicotion were reduced through greater
congentration. e sre therefore acturlly in danger of rendering
a disserviee to Chins by adding to the number of college g raduaies
unfitted for useful careers or in excess of the ocupacity of the
country to absorb them, ss is slready so disastrously the caae
in Indiz, Japam, the rhilippines and elsewhere.

4+ comparison of conditions obteining in China with Lhose
described in the Report of the Commisasion on Christian Illdgher
wueation in India is encourcging in the standing of the
Christian institutiones relative to others in the country, in
the percentege of native Christian teachers and notebly in that
of Christisn students, in the amount of resegrch and extension
work, and in their greater f inancial independence. Ilut as

politigal ‘A 0! ; i¥ it is oc@rtain ths
bogh o ou%”brgﬁeﬁ%mﬁﬁpgﬁ?%%f%?”?oiﬁﬁs m nt edugation wil

disappear and unless we can maintain a distinctive quality,
our institutions like those in India will sink inte secondary
importance gnd cease tu attruct the better studentis.
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The problem desoribed above is more or less recognised by
most of those concerned, but the question is as to what can be
done about it. ZXEver since the Burton Commission made its report
there have been conferences aimed at achieving a correlated program.
Very little has resulted thus far out here, and the proposal to
create & Joint Board of Trustees in Americe which at the very out-
set disclaims responsibility for effecting such correlation on
the ground that this should be dealt with “on the field" wopld
seem to fix the present ststus more hopeléssly than ever. The
arguments, however, have been mainly financial, just as the in-
ducement held out to the colleges has been the success of a joint
campaign for more funds. The contention of this letter is that
the issue should be examined primarily in its religious rather than
its financial implications.

It would seem to the writer that ideally the solution might
be found in the creation of a single Protestant Board of Christian
iducation in China (Higher and Secondary) to which the constituent
mlssionary agencies would entrust all funds for this purpose and
full authority. This Board would keep itself informed and make
or withhold grants from year to year according as institutions
seemed to serve the. common purpose, it would conduct continuous
efforts to secure additional funds, and become & Foundation unify-
ing the American assistance to Christian schools while leaving
them free to develop as they might apart from this source of suppomt.

Whatever may be the best procedure for securing the results
desired, it seems highly probable thin unless the present Commission
is able to make recommendations that will lead to & change of poliay
there is little hope that this will come about hereafter. The
feasibility of a greatly improved use of present or potential re-
sourceés, and the thrilling consequences of such improvement for a
Cause that is worthy of the very best that can be done for it, are
the excuse for so lengthy a letter,

Yith constant rememberance in your abundantly worthwhile
endeavor,

Very sincerely=jours,
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